The Division of Viral Hepatitis, 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Atlanta, GA, U.S.A 

Introduction/ Background

The Division of Viral Hepatitis (DVH) is the component of the US Public Health Service responsible for providing the leadership and coordination for prevention, control and elimination of infections with hepatitis viruses and their consequences of acute and chronic liver disease both in the United States and internationally.

To achieve its mission, the DVH:

· conducts surveillance and special studies to determine the epidemiology and disease burden associated with acute and chronic infections and liver disease associated with hepatitis viruses;

· conducts epidemiologic and laboratory studies, including outbreak investigations, to determine risk factors for transmission of infections with hepatitis viruses, define the natural history and pathogenesis of these infections, and determine their health impact;

· conducts epidemiologic, clinical, laboratory, behavioral, and health communications research to develop and evaluate methods and strategies for the prevention of infections with hepatitis viruses and their acute and chronic disease consequences;

· develops, implements, communicates and evaluates recommendations and standards for the prevention and control of infections and liver disease associated with hepatitis viruses;

· provides technical and programmatic leadership and assistance to state and local health departments, non-governmental organizations and the international community to develop, implement and evaluate programs to prevent infections with hepatitis viruses and their consequences, including immunization to prevent hepatitis A and eliminate transmission of hepatitis B virus infection, the prevention and control of hepatitis C virus infection through counseling and testing and the prevention of transmission of blood borne virus infections, including hepatitis viruses, through improved medical practices to reduce the frequency of unsafe injections and the improvement of the safety of blood transfusions;

· provides the leadership and coordination required to integrate viral hepatitis prevention and control activities into other prevention programs conducted by CDC, other Federal agencies and health care providers;

· conducts laboratory, clinical and epidemiologic studies to develop and evaluate methods for the diagnosis of infections with hepatitis viruses;

· identifies and characterizes agents and host factors associated with hepatitis and acute and chronic liver disease;

· provides epidemic aid, epidemiologic and laboratory consultation, reference diagnostic services and technical assistance to state and local health departments, other federal agencies, other components of CDC, and national and international health organizations;

· disseminates information through health communications materials, tools and programs, scientific publications and presentations;

· provides training opportunities for Epidemic Intelligence Service Officers and others in CDC sponsored programs, including postgraduate students, post-doctoral fellows and other public health and laboratory scientists; and 

· serves as a WHO Collaborating Center for Reference and Research on Viral Hepatitis

The Division of Viral Hepatitis has three branches: Epidemiology Branch, Prevention Branch and Laboratory Branch. The functions of the three branches is as follows:

1- Epidemiology Branch 

· Monitors and evaluates rates and risk factors associated with acute and chronic infections with hepatitis viruses, viral hepatitis and liver disease through surveillance systems and special studies, including sentinel surveillance;

· conducts research, including outbreak investigations, clinical trials and population-based demonstration projects, to determine the epidemiology of transmission of known and new hepatitis viruses and their variants, the natural history of infections with hepatitis viruses, evaluate the performance of diagnostic tests for hepatitis virus infections, and evaluate methods and approaches for the prevention and control of hepatitis virus infections;

· estimates disease burden attributable to infections with hepatitis viruses and the effectiveness of programs to prevent these infections;

· provides consultation to state, local, national, and international authorities for the prevention and control of viral hepatitis, the investigation of disease outbreaks, and surveillance of hepatitis and liver disease;

· disseminates information through scientific publications and presentations; and

· provides training opportunities for Epidemic Intelligence Service Officers and others in CDC sponsored programs, postgraduate students, post-doctoral fellows and other public health scientists.

2- Prevention Branch

· Develops, administers, implements and evaluates domestic and international programs to prevent viral hepatitis, including those that serve clients in the public and private sectors, through state and local health departments, health organizations, academic institutions, and non-governmental organizations;

· provides leadership and coordination for viral hepatitis and liver disease prevention and control programs with other components of CDC, other Federal agencies, non-governmental agencies and partners;

· conducts research to ascertain educational and communication needs, best methods of communication, and effectiveness of educational programs for health professionals, the public and persons in groups at risk for infection with hepatitis viruses, and develops and disseminates accurate, timely and effective educational materials, tools and programs related to the prevention of viral hepatitis and liver disease;

· develops and conducts studies, including economic and behavioral, to evaluate the effectiveness of interventions and programs to prevent viral hepatitis, and identify barriers to prevention services such as immunization, counseling, testing and medical referral and management;

· develops and evaluates health services models for prevention of infection with hepatitis viruses and associated liver disease;

· provides leadership and coordinates the development of national standards and performance objectives for prevention of viral hepatitis and liver disease and work with agencies and partners to adopt these standards;

· develops indicators and measures by which to evaluate the performance and effectiveness of viral hepatitis prevention programs;

· disseminates information through scientific publications and presentations; and

· provides training opportunities for Epidemic Intelligence Service Officers and others in CDC sponsored programs, postgraduate students, post-doctoral fellows and other public health scientists.

3- Laboratory Branch

· Conducts research and applies state-of-the-art laboratory methods in support of studies related to the epidemiology, molecular epidemiology and natural history of acute and chronic infections with hepatitis viruses and liver disease;

· conducts research to develop and validate diagnostic approaches to identify infections with hepatitis viruses;

· develops and evaluates methods to prevent acute and chronic infection and disease outcomes, including vaccines;

· determines the viral, immunologic and other host responses to infection with hepatitis viruses in humans and animal models;

· identifies and characterizes agents that cause hepatitis;

· provides the leadership and collaboration to ensure the transfer to public health laboratories, both nationally and internationally, state-of-the-art methods and approaches for the identification and diagnosis of infections with hepatitis viruses;

· develops and maintains archives of clinical specimens from clinical trials, epidemiologic and laboratory studies;

· disseminates information through scientific publications and presentations; and

· provides training opportunities for persons in CDC sponsored programs, postgraduate students, post-doctoral fellows and other public health scientists.

Terms of reference:

The Division of Viral Hepatitis of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Atlanta, GA, U.S.A, as a Collaborating Center, provides support to the efforts of the ICBS aimed at improving blood safety in the developing world. The support includes, but is not limited to, the following:

· Providing support towards the establishment of fully characterized ICBS Master Panels of plasma samples positive for HCV, HBV, HIV and normal plasma resourced from wide geographic origins and composed of members equally distributed among all major known genotypes and subtypes of each virus.

· Assisting in the training of scientists from developing countries in different disciplines, especially training scientists from countries having national control authority laboratories in:

●
preparation, characterization and establishment of their own national/regional panels and standards;

●
proper systems for the evaluation and licensing of reagents;
●
training in laboratory testing techniques.

· Contribute to the efforts of the ICBS aimed at improving quality assurance and installing quality systems in laboratories of blood transfusion centers and blood banks of the developing countries, including the providing of help for setting up their own quality control programs, biosafety and waste disposal.
· Collaborate and provide support, whenever possible and as appropriate, to ICBS country projects through CDC projects/programs and programs in those countries/regions.

· Provide reference services as agreed upon.
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